Chapter 1

· Jesus is the Word (John 1:1-18) 

This is the Greek word logos. It means the expression of a thought, not merely the name of an object. Jesus, as the Word made flesh, was the express image of God (Hebrews 1:3). He shared the glory of His heavenly Father equally with Him (verse 14). This is why Jesus could truthfully say “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).
      Questions for discussion

1) Who was the Word and what did He create (verses 1-2)?

2) What does the Word offer to people who accept Him (verse 12)?

3) What does verse 14 teach us about the Word?

· John the baptizer’s testimony (John 1:19-34)

4) What did John the baptizer come to do (verse 23)? What does this mean?

5) What did John call Jesus and what does this mean (verse 29)?

6) What does it mean that John didn’t recognize Him (verse 31)?
7) Who did Jesus baptize with the Holy Spirit (verse 33)?

· Jesus’ first disciples (John 1:35-51).

8) Who were these first two disciples (verse 40)?

9) What does Nathaniel’s question about Nazareth indicate (verse 46)?
10) Can you list several titles given to Jesus in the 1st chapter? Why are they important?

Chapter 2

· The first miracle – Water into wine (John 2:1-12)

Three days after Jesus left Bethany where John was baptizing, He arrived at the small city of Cana in Galilee. By this time He already had a following (verse 2). There was a wedding in the city and Jesus and His disciples and His mother were invited. Wedding celebrations could last for several days in this culture, which might explain why they ran out of wine.  
      Questions for discussion

1) What did Jesus mean by the statement He made to His mother (verse 4)?

2) Why did Jesus miraculously turn water into wine at this feast?

3) What was the quality of the wine Jesus made (verse 10)?

4) Does this miracle & verse 10 suggest the wine Jesus made would intoxicate people? 
5) What was the result of this miracle (verse 11)?

· The first temple cleansing (John 2:13-25)

6) Why did Jesus go up to Jerusalem at this time (verse 13)?
7) Why was Jesus upset when people sold animals & exchanged currency in the temple?

8) What is verse 17 a reference to?

9) For whose benefit did Jesus make the statement of verse 19 (verse 22)?

10) What did Jesus do during Passover week & what effect did it have (verses 23-25)?


Chapter 3
· Born again (John 3:1-21)

A ruler named Nicodemus paid Jesus a visit one night to speak with Him. He was a well-known teacher (verse 10), and also a member of a powerful religious sect called the Pharisees. He admitted his colleagues knew that God was with Jesus, but Nicodemus was one of the few leaders who cared about Jesus (John 7:50; 19:39). Jesus taught him about spiritual rebirth.
      Questions for discussion

1) Why do you think Nicodemus visited Jesus at night (verse 2)?
2) What is the nature of the new birth Jesus spoke of (verse 6)

3) What does it mean to be born of water and of Spirit (verse 5)?
4) What does Peter say about being born again in 1 Peter 1:23?
5) What does the blowing wind have to do with spiritual rebirth (verse 8)? 

6) How was Jesus lifted up and what was the result of that (verse 14; John 12:32-33)?
7) Why did God send Jesus into the world (verses 16-17)?

· John’s final words about Jesus (John 2:22-35)

8) What troubled some of the disciples of John the baptizer (verse 26)?

9) How did John feel about the popularity of Jesus (verse 29)?
10) What did John mean by his statement in verse 30?

Chapter 4
· Jesus in Samaria (John 4:1-42)

Jesus left Jerusalem in Judea and made His way back to Galilee. Many Jews making this trip would bypass Samaria because they had no dealing with the Samaritans (verse 9), but Jesus intentionally passed through the heart of the region. He stopped and rested by a well near the city of Sychar. While He was there He spoke with a woman about her most pressing needs. 

      Questions for discussion

1) What kind of water did Jesus have to offer the Samaritan woman (verse 10)?

2) What does the water of Jesus provide for those who drink it (verse 14)?

3) What did the woman perceive about Jesus (verse 19)?

4) How must we worship God if we want to please Him (verses 23-24)? 

5) Who did Jesus tell the woman that He was (verses 25-26)?

6) What did Jesus say His most important food was (verse 34)?

7) What important harvest did Jesus say needed reaping (verses 35-38)?

8) What did the Samaritans call Jesus when they heard Him speak (verse 42)?

· The second miracle – Healing the nobleman’s son (John 4:43-54)

9) Did Jesus need to go to Capernaum to heal the nobleman’s son (verses 49-50)?

10) What was the result of this miraculous healing (verse 53)?


Chapter 5
· The third miracle – Healing on the Sabbath (John 5:1-17)

Sometime after Jesus healed the nobleman’s son, He went back to Jerusalem to attend a feast.  Jerusalem was a walled city and one of its entrances was called the sheep gate (Nehemiah 3:1). Near this gate was a pool called Bethesda, the legendary waters of which were believed to possess miraculous healing powers. Jesus healed a man who was too sick to get into the pool.
      Questions for discussion

1) What was the condition of the sick man and how long had he been ill (verses 5-7)?

2) How long did it take the sick man to recover after Jesus told him to get up (verse 9)?

3) How many sick people were waiting by this pool (verse 3)?

4) Why do you think Jesus only healed this one sick man at this time? 

5) Did the man who Jesus healed even know who Jesus was (verse 13)?

6) When Jesus saw the healed man again, what did He tell him (verse 14)?

7) What about this miracle caused the Jewish leaders to persecute Jesus (verse 16)?

· Equality with God (John 4:18-46)

8) Why did the Jewish leaders want to kill Jesus (verses 18)?

9) Name the 4 witnesses which testify that Jesus is God (verse 33-39)?

10) What great prophet testified about Jesus (verses 45-46)?


Chapter 6
· The fourth miracle – Feeding 5,000 (John 6:1-15)

Most commentaries view this Passover (John 6:4) as the third since Jesus began preaching and working miracles. If that is accurate, two full years passed since the events of John 2:13. A large crowd of Galileans were following Jesus as He traveled from the western seashore to Bethsaida on the east (Luke 9:10). Here the Bread of Life fed the multitude a miraculous meal. 
      Questions for discussion

1) Why was this large crowd following Jesus (verse 2)?

2) How many people did Jesus feed with 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish (verse 10)?

3) What effect did this miracle have on the multitude (verses 14-15)?

4) What was “The Prophet who is to come into the world” a reference to (verse 14)? 

· The fifth miracle – Walking on water (John 4:16-25)

5) How did the Apostles respond when they saw Jesus (verse 19; Mark 6:49)?

6) What did Peter do when He knew it was Jesus (Matthew 14:28-32)?

7) What effect did this miracle have on the Apostles (Mark 6:51-52)?

· Jesus is the Bread of Life – (John 4:26-66)

8) What does the food Jesus offers provide for us (verse 27)?
9) How does Jesus draw people unto Him so they can be saved (verse 45)?

10) Are the body and blood of Jesus literal food and drink (verse 63)?


Chapter 7
· The plot to arrest Jesus (John 7:1-53)

About six months passed between Passover (John 6:4) and the feast of Tabernacles (John 7:2). Jesus had spent this time in Galilee because the Jewish leaders in Judea intended to kill Him. After the feast had begun, Jesus made His way to Jerusalem quietly and discretely. On the last day of the feast He offered living water to everyone loudly and openly (John 7:37-38). 
      Questions for discussion

1) How did Jesus’ family respond to His teaching and miracles (verse 5)?

2) Why didn’t Jesus go to Jerusalem when His brothers urged Him to go (verse 6)?

3) Why does the world hate Jesus (verse 7)?

4) How did the Jewish leaders react to the teaching of Jesus (verse 15)?

5) For what miracle did the Jewish leaders want to kill Jesus (verse 23)?

6) How should we judge and how should we not judge (verse 24)?

7) Why didn’t they kill Jesus at this time (verse 30)? 

8) What did the Pharisees do when they knew some people believed in Jesus (verse 32)?

9) What did the teaching of Jesus cause among the crowd (verse 43)?

10) Why didn’t the officers sent by the Pharisees arrest Jesus (verses 45-46)?

Chapter 8
· The woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11)

The crowd dispersed after the events of John chapter 8, but returned to the temple early the next day to hear Jesus speak. The scribes and Pharisees used this gathering as an opportunity to try and trap Jesus. They brought a woman caught in the act of adultery and asked if she should be killed for her sin. He exposed their hypocrisy by showing they were all sinners. 
      Questions for discussion

1) How were the scribes and Pharisees hoping to trap Jesus with this question (verse 6)?

2) What did Jesus imply by the answer that He gave (verse 7)?

3) Does Jesus’ response teach that God will ignore sinful behavior (verses 10-11)?

· Jesus is the Light of the world (John 8:12-30)

4) Why did Jesus call himself the Light of the world (verse 12)?

5) Is it possible to be saved without believing that Jesus is God (verse 24)?

6) When would it be clear that Jesus was who He claimed to be (verse 28)?

7) What was the result of Jesus’ teaching in the temple that day (verse 30)? 

· The truth will make you free (John 8:31-59)

8) What does the truth provide freedom from (verses 33-34)?

9) When people lie and don’t tell the truth, how does God feel about that (verse 44)?

10) Why did the Jewish leaders pick up stones to throw at Jesus (verses 58-59)?


Chapter 9
· The sixth miracle – Sight to the blind (John 9:1-41)

Jesus had called himself the Light of the world as He taught the multitude in the temple. When He left there, He passed by a beggar who had been blind since birth and proved He was the Light. Jesus covered the man’s eyes with mud and told him to go wash it off in a nearby pool. When the man obeyed Jesus, sight was given to him and he saw the light for the first time.
      Questions for discussion

1) Are illnesses and bodily malfunction always the direct result of sin (verses 2-3)?

2) Why did Jesus have this man wash in the pool of Siloam to receive his sight (verse 7)?

3) Was there miraculous power in the water of the pool of Siloam (verse 11)?

4) Why was the man taken to the Pharisees after he was given eyesight (verse 12)?

5) What did the man’s story cause among the Pharisees (verse 16)?

6) Why were the man’s parents afraid to answer the Pharisee’s questions (verse 22)?

7) What did the once blind man see that the religious leaders refused to see (verse 33)? 

8) What did the once blind man do when he saw Jesus again (verse 38)?

9) Why did Jesus come into the world (verse 39)?

10) What did Jesus mean by His statement in verse 41?


Chapter 10
· The Good Shepherd (John 10:1-21)

Jesus had just called the Pharisees sinners (John 9:41). They were the religious leaders of that time and should have been leading God’s sheep in the ways of righteousness. Instead they were self-righteous, hypocritical and greedy. They were more like thieves and robbers than shepherds (John 10:1). Jesus the loving Shepherd would lay down His life for His sheep.
      Questions for discussion

1) Why didn’t the Jewish leaders understand what Jesus was saying (verse 6)?

2) Why did Jesus say that He was the Door of the sheep (verse 7)?

3) What is the only way to be saved (verse 9)?

4) Who are the other sheep that Jesus referred to in verse 16?

5) What did Jesus have the power to do after He lay His life down (verse 18)?

6) What happened to the Jewish leaders when they heard Jesus’ words (verse 19)?

· Jesus is God (John 10:22-42)

7) Had Jesus told the Jewish leaders plainly who He was (verse 25)?

8) What did Jesus mean when He said He and His Father are one (verse 30)? 

9) Why did the Jewish leaders pick stones again to stone Him (verse 33)?

10) What happened when Jesus went back to Bethany (verse 42)?


Chapter 11
· The seventh miracle – Raising the dead (John 11:1-46)

Jesus loves all people, but He had His special friends like all people do. When He received the report that His close friend Lazarus was sick, He took His time coming to his aid. Jesus let Lazarus die, but only to demonstrate His power over life and death. When Jesus resurrected His friend, He gave a glimpse of the life beyond the grave that He offers to all who love Him.
      Questions for discussion

1) What did Jesus use the death of Lazarus as an opportunity for (verse 4)?

2) What did Jesus mean by the statement He made in verses 9-10?
3) Why was Jesus glad that Lazarus had died (verse 15)?

4) What was Thomas willing to do with Jesus (verse 16)?

5) Was Martha still hopeful that Jesus could help her brother Lazarus (verse 22)?

6) Why did Jesus cry when He knew Lazarus would live again (verse 35)?

7) Why did Jesus perform this great miracle (verse 42)?

8) How did the witnesses react to this incredible miracle (verses 45-46)?
· The plot to kill Jesus (John 10:47-57)

9) Why did the council conspire to kill Jesus (verse 48)? 

10) What order had the chief priests and Pharisees given (verse 57)?


Chapter 12
· Anointing Jesus’ feet (John 12:1-11)

Jesus arrived in Bethany six days before the Passover. Some friends in the city prepared a supper for Him, and Mary, Martha and Lazarus were there. Mary used this occasion as an opportunity to honor Jesus by anointing His feet with expensive perfume. One week later He would be executed like a common criminal but Mary treated Him like the King that He was.  
      Questions for discussion

1) Why was Judas upset with Mary for honoring Jesus with her perfume (verse 6)?

2) What did Jesus mean by the statement He made in verse 7?

3) Why did the chief priests want to kill Lazarus (verse 11)?

· Glorious return to Jerusalem (John 12:12-26)

4) How did the crowd treat Jesus when He returned to Jerusalem (verse 13)?

5) How was Jesus going to be glorified (verses 23-24)? 

6) What will the Father do for anyone who serves Jesus (verse 26)?

· Jesus predicts His death (John 12:27-50)

7) What did Jesus say His purpose was for coming into the world (verse 27)?

8) Is belief in Jesus enough to save a person eternally (verses 42-43)?

9) Why didn’t the rulers who believed in Jesus confess their belief (verse 43)?

10) God gave the Bible so people could be saved. Why else did He give it (verse 48)?


Chapter 13
· The last Passover (John 13:1-20)

Jesus gathered with His chosen twelve in an upper room the night before His death and He ate the Passover meal with them. Before supper He took the time to wash all of their feet, even the one who would betray Him. He spent His last day teaching lessons of the utmost importance to His closest associates, but none was more needed than this tutorial on how to be a servant. 
      Questions for discussion

1) Describe the love that Jesus had for His disciples (verse 1)?

2) What memorial did Jesus institute during this Passover (Matthew 26:26-29)?

3) Why did Peter not want Jesus to wash his feet (verse 8)?

4) What example did Jesus leave His disciples when He washed their feet (verse 15)?

· Jesus predicts His betrayal (John 13:21-38)

5) How did Jesus feel about one of His closest friends betraying Him (verse 21)?

6) How did Jesus indicate to John that Judas would betray Him (verse 26)? 

7) Does this verse teach that Satan forced Judas to betray Jesus (verse 27)?

8) Why didn’t any of the Apostles understand what Judas was going to do (verse 28)?

9) How was Jesus’ command to love one another a new commandment (verse 34)?

10) How did Jesus say people would know who His disciples are (verse 35)?


Chapter 14
· Words of comfort (John 14:1-15)

Jesus had just told His friends that one would betray Him and one would deny Him. He also said He would be leaving soon and they couldn’t follow Him. These things obviously troubled them, so Jesus took time to encourage them. He told them He was going to heaven to prepare them a place and He would return for them. This promise is given to every faithful Christian.
      Questions for discussion

1) What did Jesus mean by saying “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” (verse 6)?

2) Can anyone be saved without believing that Jesus is the Savior of the world (verse 6)?

3) What did Jesus mean by saying “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (verse 9)?

4) Did Jesus mean that anyone who believes in Him can work miracles (verse 12)?

5) Did Jesus mean that people will receive everything they pray for (verses 13-14)?

6) How do people demonstrate their love for God (verse 15)?

· The Holy Spirit (John 14:16-31)

7) How else did Jesus promise to comfort His Apostles after He went away (verse 16)?

8) What would the Holy Spirit do for the Apostles (verse 26)? 

9) What does Jesus offer to us that the world does not (verse 27)?

10) What did Jesus mean when He said “The ruler of this world is coming” (verse 30)?


Chapter 15
· The Vine and the branches (John 15:1-17)

After Jesus spoke words of comfort to His Apostles, they left the upper room and made their way toward the garden of Gethsemane (John 14:31). As they were walking, they likely saw grapevines along the way. Jesus took the opportunity to teach them the importance of abiding in Him and bearing fruit for Him. Unfruitful branches will be cast into the fire and burned up.
      Questions for discussion

1) What did Jesus mean when He said “I am the true vine” (verse 1)?

2) How does Jesus prune His branches (verse 3)?

3) What does it mean to abide in Jesus (verses 4 & 7; consider 2 John 1:9)?

4) Does Jesus teach that a saved person can be lost (verse 6)?

5) How do people glorify God and prove they are Jesus’ disciples (verse 8)?

6) What does Jesus want for His faithful disciples (verse 11)?

7) What is the greatest expression of love (verse 13)?

8) How do people demonstrate that they are Jesus’ friends (verse 14)?

· The hatred of the world (John 14:18-31)

9) Why will the world hate Jesus’ followers (verse 18)?

10) Why do people have no excuse for their sins (verse 22)? 


Chapter 16
· The promise of Holy Spirit inspiration (John 16:1-15)

Jesus had been speaking to His Apostles for over three years about the most important matters of life, and He took advantage of the last several hours before His death to teach them more. There was much more they still needed to learn, but that would be reserved for another day. When Jesus sent them the Holy Spirit, He brought them into a full understanding of the truth. 
      Questions for discussion

1) How was it to the Apostle’s advantage that Jesus went away (verse 7)?

2) How would the Spirit convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (verse 8)?

3) Why didn’t Jesus teach those other things to the Apostles at that time (verse 12)?

4) What would the Holy Spirit do for the Apostles when He came to them (verse 13)?

5) How do we know Jesus kept the promise He made in verse 13?

6) What would the Holy Spirit do for Jesus when He came to the Apostles (verse 14)?

· Things yet to come (John 16:16-33)

7) What emotions would the Apostles experience after Jesus died (verse 20)?

8) What can no one take away from a true disciple of Jesus (verse 22)?

9) What did Jesus predict all the Apostles would shortly do (verse 32)? 

10) How did Jesus overcome the world (verse 33)?


Chapter 17
· The Lord’s Prayer (John 17:1-26)

The time drew near for Jesus to be delivered over to the hands of evil men and bear the sins of the world on the cross of Calvary. Jesus understood the power of prayer, so He used these last few moments to pray to His Father in Heaven. In the most beautiful and powerful prayer ever spoken, Jesus prayed for the unity of all His disciples all over the world (John 17:20-21). 
      Questions for discussion
1) How did the Father glorify His Son (verse 1)?

2) What must people do to have eternal life (verse 3)?

3) What work did Jesus accomplish upon this earth (verse 4)?

4) What did Jesus mean by the phrase “Keep them in Your name” (verse 11)?


5) What scripture prophesied that Jesus’ friend would betray Him (verse 12)?

6) What does the phrase “son of perdition” mean (verse 12)?

7) What does it mean to be not of the world (14)?

8) What does the phrase “Sanctify them in the truth” mean (verse 17)?

9) Who did Jesus pray for in verse 20?

10) Where did Jesus pray His faithful followers would be (verse 24)?

Chapter 18
· Jesus is betrayed (John 18:1-11)

After Jesus prayed earnestly for the safety and joy and unity of all His disciples, He led His Apostles to the garden of Gethsemane where He prayed for himself. Since they had met there quite frequently, Judas knew right where to find Him. He led a band of armed soldiers to the garden where they arrested Jesus. Jesus was willingly led away because His hour had come. 
      Questions for discussion
1) How did the men approach Jesus when they arrested Him (Matthew 26:55)?

2) How did Judas betray Jesus (Luke 22:47-48)?

3) Why didn’t Jesus allow Peter to fight for His freedom (verse 11)?
· Jesus before the high priest (John 18:12-27)

4) Why did an officer of the high priest strike Jesus in the face (verse 22)? 

5) What did Peter do after he denied Jesus three times (Matthew 26:75)?

· Jesus before governor Pilate (John 18:28-40)

6) What accusation did the Jewish leaders bring against Jesus (verse 30)?

7) Why didn’t the Jewish leaders judge Jesus according to their law (verse 31)?

8) Did Jesus admit to Pilate that He was a King (verse 37)?

9) Who can hear Jesus’ call and enter His kingdom (verse 37)?

10) Why did Pilate want to release Jesus (verse 38)?


Chapter 19
· Jesus is beaten, mocked and crucified (John 19:1-42)

Jesus was innocent and governor Pilate wanted to release Him, but he feared the angry crowd more than he loved justice. He ordered Jesus to be beaten and brought before the mob wearing a purple robe and a crown of thorns. If Pilate thought this would elicit pity from that angry throng he was mistaken. Jesus would not be released because He came to die this death.
      Questions for discussion
1) Why did Pilate bring Jesus before the crowd and say “Behold the Man!” (verse 5)?

2) Why did the angry crowd want Jesus to be crucified (verse 7)?

3) Why did Pilate order Jesus to be crucified (verse 12)?

4) Why did Jesus carry His own cross before He was crucified (verse 17)?

5) Who were the two men crucified on either side of Jesus (Luke 23:32)?
6) How long did Jesus hang on the cross before He died (Mark 15:25 & 33)?

7) Why did the Apostle John take care of the mother of Jesus (verses 26-27)?

8) Why did Jesus say “It is finished” before He died (verse 30)?

9) How did John know that Jesus’ legs weren’t broken (verse 35)?

10) Who helped Joseph of Arimathea prepare Jesus’ body for burial (verse 39)?


Chapter 20
· The resurrection (John 20:1-18)

Jesus was crucified on Friday and early Sunday morning some women came to the tomb to embalm His body (Mark 16:1). When they arrived they found the tomb uncovered and the body of Jesus missing. After some confusion about what happened, the disciples’ grief turned to joy. The Bread of life claimed victory over the grave of death and gave hope to all people.
      Questions for discussion
1) Who was with Mary Magdalene the morning she went to the tomb (Mark 16:1)?

2) What did Mary do when she saw the empty tomb (verse 2)?

3) What did Mary think happened to the body of Jesus (verse 3)?
4) What did Peter and John believe when they ran together to the empty tomb (verse 8)?
5) Why did Mary think that Jesus was the gardener (verse 15)?

· Jesus appears to His disciples (John 20:19-31)

6) When did Jesus first appear in the room where His Apostles had met (verse 19)?

7) What did Thomas need in order to believe that Jesus was really alive (verse 25)?

8) When did Jesus appear to the Apostles again in the same room (verse 26)?

9) Who did Jesus say are truly blessed (verse 29)?

10) Why were Jesus’ miracles written down in this Gospel account (verses 30-31)?


Chapter 21
· Jesus restores Peter (John 20:1-25)

After the extraordinary events of John chapter 20, life returned to normal for most of the Apostles. Seven of them were together and they decided to go fishing. They had lost sight of the fact that Jesus had called them to be fishers of men not fish (Mark 1:17). They fished all night without a catch. Jesus came to them on the shore and helped them regain their focus. 

      Questions for discussion
1) Why do you think the Apostles decided to go fishing (verse 3)?
2) Who first realized that Jesus was the one talking to them from the shore (verse 7)?

3) How did Peter respond when He knew it was Jesus (verse 7)?

4) What did Jesus teach the Apostles when He filled their nets full of fish (verse 11)?

5) What did Jesus mean by asking Peter if He loved Jesus more than “these” (verse 15)?

6) Why did Jesus ask Peter three times if he loved Him (verses 15-17)?

7) What did Jesus want Peter focusing his attention on (verses 15-17)?

8) What kind of death did this signify Peter would die (verses 18-19)?

9) What did Jesus mean by the statement He made to Peter about John (verse 22)?

10) Why were few things written about Jesus compared to all the things He did (verse 25)?
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